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After breezing to victories in it's first three matches of the 2004
season, the Master's College Women's volleyball team found itself
in a dogfight Saturday night against Cedarville University in the
final match of the 2004 Master's College Fall Classic.
The Mustangs battled to a 30-27 opening game victory, but
failed to break through in consecutive nailbiters (32-30 and 3027) en route to a 3-1 loss to the NAIA Division I school from
Ohio.
Ironically, the Yellow Jacket who did the most damage isn't
from the Midwest, but from the Mustangs' own backyard.
Julia Bradley, who starred for Saugus from 1999-2003, led
Cedarville (4-0) with 16 kills, seven of which came in the decisive
30-23 game four victory.
"Julia was the Conference South freshman of the year last
year," Yellow Jacket assistant coach Jim Clark said. "We're happy
to have her at Cedarville."
They certainly were in game four, as the 6-foot sophomore took
over in the middle, driving the Mustangs (3-1) back with a barrage
of big hits. She was automatic and her teammates took
advantage.
Pass after pass floated her way.
Ball after ball bounced at the Mustangs' feet.
Suddenly a match which had been close, leaned heavily in
Cedarville's favor. The Yellow Jackets rode Bradley to a 6-5 and
never looked back.
At 14-8, Mustang coach Ryan Gordon tried to stop the bleeding
with a timeout, but his team simply had no answer for the
Cedarville attack.
"We wanted to shut down their middle and we did a great job in
games one and two," he said. "They forfeited the middle and
worked the pins."
The beneficiary of Gordon's strategy was Cedarville outside
hitter Lauren Mable. Just 5-foot-3, Mable notched 13 kills, four in
the final frame, including a tapper toward the middle for the game
winner.
"If we were going to lose, it was going to be because of
[Mable]," Gordon said. "We gave them the line."
Bradley, meanwhile, took the rest, though seeing the Mustangs
across the net felt a little foreign.
"I grew up cheering for Master's, so it's weird," she said. "But
it's fun to be able to play in my old stomping grounds. I wanted
this match really bad."
The Mustangs will look to ride the crest of their 3-1 start next
week, as they travel to Phoenix to play in the Grand Canyon
University Tournament.
Even with his team's hot start, Gordon is looking for
improvement - especially in the Mustangs' service game. TMC
missed 14 serves in four games against Cedarville.
"If you serve well and pass well, you win," he said. "We
lollipopped the ball over tonight. We served just to get it over
instead of using it as an offensive weapon. We lost because of
poor serving and bad blocking."
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On the bright side, the Mustangs set the tone for the season
with a sweep of Golden State Athletic Conference (GSAC) rival
Christian Heritage in Saturday's opening match.
"We kind of smoked them," Gordon said. "That's looking good
for conference. All in all, I'm happy with the tournament."
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